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MENTAL HEALTH PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [1.04 pm]: I rise to provide an update on the McGowan 
government’s achievements in the mental health, alcohol and other drug sector. In March, I released the “WA State 
Priorities: Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drugs 2020–2024”, which outlined the immediate priorities to reform 
and improve the sector over the next four years. It reaffirms our commitment to the 10-year mental health plan and 
to rebalancing the system. Since then, there has been significant progress. The Mental Health Commission has 
established a new governance structure to enable better integration and collaboration across the sector and public 
hospital system. This includes the Mental Health Executive Committee and the Community Mental Health, Alcohol 
and Other Drug Council. A new position was established—Western Australia’s first Chief Medical Officer, 
Mental Health—to play a key role in leading clinical treatment in the state. 

In June we released “A Safe Place: A Western Australian Strategy to Provide Safe and Stable Accommodation, 
and Support to People Experiencing Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Issues 2020–2025”. The first phase 
includes a $25 million, 20-bed adult community care unit to provide high-level support and rehabilitation services 
in the metropolitan area, and a $25 million, 16-bed youth service. The Premier and I opened the 10-bed Bunbury 
community mental health step-up, step-down service. Construction has started on similar services in Geraldton 
and Kalgoorlie. We have appointed providers to establish Safe Haven Cafes in East Perth and Kununurra. In July, 
I launched a new emergency telehealth service to support children and young people, and July also marked the 
successful first year of operation of our regional 24/7 telehealth service. It has helped more than 1 000 people. 

As part of our COVID-19 response, I launched the Drug and Alcohol Clinical Advisory Service, which provides 
rapid access for clinicians to an addiction specialist, and launched public education campaigns to support 
Western Australians to improve their mental health and reduce harmful alcohol use. The McGowan government 
has allocated $20 million for an additional 20 beds to create a specialist mental health hub at Fremantle Hospital; 
nearly $10 million to develop and implement an important region-by-region approach to Aboriginal suicide 
prevention; and $4.8 million to provide more suicide prevention support to all Western Australians as part of the 
WA Recovery Plan. The McGowan government will focus its efforts in 29 key areas over the next four years to 
shift to a more effective, sustainable and consumer-focused system. 
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